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OVERVIEW

Thomas G. Allen is a US court litigator and international and domestic arbitration lawyer. He is a partner and 
member of the firm's Energy, Infrastructure, and Resources and Litigation and Dispute Resolution practices. 
Thomas primarily focuses on resolving cross-border commercial disputes. He has represented companies from 
Japan, Taiwan, Korea, China, Singapore, India, Canada, Mexico, Norway, Sweden, the United States, and the 
United Kingdom. 

Thomas draws from detailed industry knowledge in a variety of sectors, including:  

 Nuclear Energy, representing US and Japanese nuclear utilities, fuel fabricators, NSSS component designers 
and manufacturers, and investors in nuclear power assets. He has successfully defended over US$8 billion in 
ICC arbitration claims related to nuclear power.

 Renewable Energy, representing project sponsors, equity investors, solar power plant developers, solar 
module manufacturers, battery storage system designers, manufacturers, and project owners.

 Supply Chain, Trade Disruption and Manufacturing, handling claims related to parts and equipment supply, 
delayed delivery, equipment and material shortages, design and manufacturing defects, and tariff and tax 
related contract disputes. 

 Transportation, including disputes related to aviation, passenger and freight rail. Thomas steered clients 
through two of the biggest commercial aviation issues in the last 20 years, the fleetwide grounding of the 787 
Dreamliner due to battery events and a worldwide airworthiness directive surrounding safety testing on an 
estimated 120,000 passenger seats.    

Based in Washington, DC, Thomas works closely with the firm's government relations, trade and regulatory teams 
to help clients, particularly foreign investors, navigate a dynamic US political and regulatory environment. 

Thomas is a part of the firm's data center initiative. He is a frequent lecturer on international legal topics and a 
former adjunct professor at American University, Washington College of Law. He served as the vice chair of the 
dispute resolution and arbitration committee of the Inter-Pacific Bar Association from 2018 to 2024. In addition to 
acting as counsel, Thomas is a mediator and arbitrator. He is a member of the roster of arbitrators and mediators 
for the Japan Commercial Arbitration Association. 



Thomas G. Allen  |  2

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

Prior to joining the firm, Thomas was a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of a major international law firm 
where he focused his practice on energy, construction, and infrastructure as well as complex commercial 
litigation. While there he served as the firm's global lead for international disputes. 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

 Speaker, “Turning The Tables: How to Defend Corporates in the Era of Climate Litigation,” IPBA 2025 Annual 
Meeting and Conference, 24 April 2025

 Speaker, “Adapting International Law in Response to Climate Change,” Georgetown Law School, Global 
Legal Scholars, 2 April 2025

EDUCATION

 J.D., Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law, 2002 (magna cum laude)

 B.A., Catholic University of America, 1997

ADMISSIONS

 Bar of District of Columbia

 United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of District of Columbia

 United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

 United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP POWERED BY HUB

 23 February 2026, Unpacking the US Supreme Court's IEEPA Tariff Decision: The Outlook for Future 
Disputes

 8 December 2025, 2025 in Review: International Nuclear Energy Updates

 30 October 2025, US Government Announces Historic $80 Billion Nuclear Partnership With Westinghouse 
Electric Company, Cameco Corporation, and Brookfield Asset Management to Construct AP1000 Reactor 
Fleet 

 25 August 2025, As Federal Grant Terminations Grow, Award Recipients Should Be Proactive, but Also 
Preserve Their Rights

 August 2025, Embassy Series: Navigating the Japan–US Trade Deal's Implications, Opportunities, and Legal 
Strategies

https://event.ipba.org/chicago/program/#agenda-20250424
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 22 July 2025, Risk of Retroactive Solar Panel Duties Looms in Court of International Trade Case

 June 2025, Changes to Energy Policy and Energy Tax Incentives in the House Reconciliation Bill

 5 June 2025, President Trump Issues Sweeping Executive Orders Targeting Nuclear Regulation

 27 May 2025, Proposed Renewable Regulations in Texas Might Trigger Force Majeure and Change in Law 
Clauses 

 May 2025, Energy Policy in the Trump Administration Webinar Series–Session 7: Renewable Energy

 May 2025, Energy Policy in the Trump Administration Webinar Series–Session 4: Nuclear Energy

 29 April 2025, Changes to US Energy and Trade Policy Could Trigger Contractual Relief Mechanisms

 28 April 2025, Impact of Tariffs on Commercial Contractual Performance: Can Tariffs Be a Force Majeure 
Event?

 April 2025, Energy Policy in the Trump Administration Webinar Series–Session 2: Trade and Tariffs

 9 April 2025, Going Nuclear–Industry Outlook and Issues

 10 March 2025, Expanded Interpretation of Price-Anderson Act Is Another Positive Sign for Commercial 
Nuclear Development in the United States

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

 “Going Nuclear: Industry Outlook and Issues,” Pratt's Energy Law Report, October 2025

 “Impact of tariffs on commercial contractual performance: Can tariffs be a force majeure event?,” Thomson 
Reuters Westlaw Today, 7 May 2025

NEWS & EVENTS

 19 September 2025, Strategic Investment Pathways: Taiwan's Role in the Changing US Market

 24 February 2025, K&L Gates Enhances Energy, Infrastructure, and Resources Practice With Washington, 
D.C., Partner

MEDIA MENTIONS

 26 February 2026, Bloomberg Law | Tariff Ruling Creates Legal Tussle Over How to Divvy Up Refunds

OTHER MEDIA MENTIONS

 Quoted, “Gold, Tariffs, and Contracts: K&L Gates' Thomas Allen Offers Guidance on Navigating Trade 
Disruption,” John Lothian News, 9 June 2025

https://marketingstorageragrs.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Thomas%20G_%20Allen.pdf
https://marketingstorageragrs.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/WLT_Reschly%205_8.pdf
https://johnlothiannews.com/gold-tariffs-and-contracts-kl-gates-thomas-allen-offers-guidance-on-navigating-trade-disruption/
https://johnlothiannews.com/gold-tariffs-and-contracts-kl-gates-thomas-allen-offers-guidance-on-navigating-trade-disruption/
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AREAS OF FOCUS

 Construction and Infrastructure

 International Arbitration

 Power

INDUSTRIES

 Energy

 Energy Disputes

 Nuclear Energy

EMERGING ISSUES

 Data Centers and Energy Intensive Infrastructure

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

 Defended a Japanese multinational engineering, electrical equipment, and electronics corporation against 
US$7 billion in nuclear plant shutdown claims due to alleged defects in critical nuclear components. An 
electric utility company sought damages for the full value of its investment in this ICC arbitration, claiming the 
plant could no longer safely operate. Acted as one of the lead lawyers, overseeing US$58 million in legal 
expenditures and a team of 10 lawyers. After a six-week hearing, the client prevailed and fully recovered its 
legal fees and costs.

 Defeated 93% of damages in a US$700 million breach of fuel contract claim against a Japanese electric utility 
holding company. This was an ICC arbitration under New York law. The case surrounded force majeure 
claims owing to plant shutdowns post-Fukushima.

 Represented a leading US solar technology company in multiple supply-chain disputes during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic with an emphasis on commercial resolution. Provided detailed contractual analysis 
of supply obligations and potential for excused performance under force majeure and other legal theories.

 Negotiated a solar power plant construction dispute with one of Japan’s largest EPC contractors on behalf of 
a renewable energy company. Brought on to resolve the dispute or take the case to arbitration after a years-
long negotiation process led by Japanese law firms. Obtained a satisfactory commercial resolution within five 
months of engagement.

 Represented a leading global solar technology company in a dispute with the co-project owner regarding 
various call and put option rights within the development deal. Acted as lead counsel in this Japan 
Commercial Arbitration Association dispute governed by Japanese law and presided over by Japanese 
arbitrators. The client prevailed on all issues and was awarded its fees and costs.
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 Represented a leading global solar technology company in a dispute with an investment bank over the failed 
launch of an investment fund anchored by multiple solar projects. Negotiated resolution for less than 10% of 
the claimed amount.

 Negotiated and drafted various amendments to financing and supplier agreements related to a mega-solar 
power plant in Texas.

 Represented a US renewable energy developer in a dispute with an EPC contractor over a California solar 
project; helped negotiate an amicable resolution.

 Represented a US electric utility company in various disputes related to the disposition of spent nuclear fuel 
and rights to recovery against the US government as between majority and minority plant owners. The client 
prevailed on the multijurisdictional matter with aspects before the Court of Federal Claims, Federal Circuit, 
New Jersey State Court, and private arbitration.

 Defended a Japanese multinational engineering, electrical equipment, and electronics corporation against 
US$400 million in breach of contract and intellectual property infringement claims in an ICC arbitration seated 
in Zurich, Switzerland, surrounding cross-licensing of nuclear technology. The client defeated all claims and 
recovered more than US$12 million in counterclaims.

 Drafted a nuclear fuel purchase contract between a Japanese electric utility company and a Swiss electric 
utility company.

 Represented Korean EPC contractors in a dispute over the construction of re-gasification platforms for a 
Kuwaiti LNG project. The matter was heard before the ICC in Singapore.

 Represented a startup nuclear fuel fabricator in a dispute with an investment banking firm over failed 
fundraising efforts. FINRA arbitration was the agreed-upon forum.

 Acted for a national offshore engineering and construction company in a Saudi Arabia-based dispute 
concerning pipeline construction.

 Represented a US nuclear utility company in a dispute with a contractor over the turnkey construction of a 
nuclear facility.

 Represented a nuclear fuel fabricator in a dispute with a federal government over a program to down blend 
nuclear weaponry for use as fuel in nuclear reactors.

 Negotiated an EPC contract for a battery storage project on behalf of the project owner.

 Represented a Japanese battery manufacturer in National Transportation Safety Board proceedings and ICC 
arbitration related to Boeing 787 battery fires. The representation included engaging the NTSB during the 
accident investigation process both at the counsel and investigator levels. ICC arbitration proceedings related 
to a contract dispute with a French supplier. The arbitration was governed by French law.

 Acted as lead US counsel in a global aviation row over defects impacting 120,000 airline seats worldwide. 
The client, a Japanese manufacturer of aircraft parts, was accused by a whistleblower of falsifying safety 
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testing on seats broadly deployed in commercial aviation. Successfully negotiated a resolution with major 
airlines and airline manufacturers, settling hundreds of millions of claims and avoiding liquidation.

 Drafted a global compliance program for a Japanese chemical conglomerate. The compliance program was 
designed to be the umbrella program covering 120 operating subsidiaries. The program was focused on anti-
corruption/bribery, money laundering, forced labor, corporate governance, and environmental laws. This was 
a first-of-its-kind program for the company, requiring the creation of detailed reporting structures, training 
procedures, and documentation.

 Conducted a Japanese government-commissioned study of applicable US and California law related to 
liability and procedure for nuclear accident claims.

 Represented a global life sciences company in a cross-border patent licensing dispute with a Japanese 
chemical and life sciences conglomerate over royalties for since-expired blood testing patents. Led the 
negotiation and successfully resolved the matter to the satisfaction of the client.

 Conducted analysis of scope of US sanctions against a Chinese state-owned entity. This was an internal legal 
matter for a law firm that related to onboarding a foreign client and included advising as to the scope of 
Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons (SDN) lists administered by OFAC.

 Drafted a global trade compliance program for a US manufacturer of musical instruments as a part of a DOJ 
settlement. This high-profile matter related to the congressional expansion of import bans on certain wood 
products and the subsequent seizure of truckloads of the company's products. As a part of a non-prosecution 
agreement with the government, obtained DOJ approval and implemented the compliance program to 
address the company's import and sourcing procedures. Acted as the liaison with the DOJ for required 
reporting intervals and authored the final report/certification ending the DOJ’s active monitoring of the 
program.

 Assisted a Mexican steel company in obtaining relief from Section 232 tariffs. The representation included an 
analysis of investor treaty rights under NAFTA and whether the client could successfully assert a treaty claim 
if it did not obtain exemptions. The client was ultimately able to receive administrative relief through 
negotiation with the Department of Commerce.

 Advised a North American federal government on procedural aspects of USMCA arbitration. Drafted 
proposed language and compared provisions to those existing under NAFTA.

 Represented investors in an ISDS dispute against the government of a Eurasian country. The case involved 
alleged violation of a bilateral investment treaty, expropriation, and failing to accord the investors most-
favored trade status.

 Represented a company officer in an internal investigation related to FCPA compliance. This matter involved 
an analysis as to the extra-territorial application of US anti-corruption, anti-money-laundering, and anti-bribery 
statutes to US persons living abroad. It also involved recommendations to the board for an updated set of 
compliance procedures.

 Represented a Canadian aerospace company in a Department of Labor whistleblower matter. The suit 
involved an investigation into allegations that the company failed to comply with aviation safety regulations in 
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its design and manufacturing process. The matter additionally involved a US district court challenge to 
whether the foreign aircraft manufacturer was required to comply with certain US federal whistleblower 
provisions.


